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We want the text shown on the
left below to be marked up
using XHTML so that a
browser will render it as shown
on the right below.

Nested Lists - Revisited 

Original text Rendered document
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Nested Lists - Revisited 

Rendered document
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• The cascade of CSS properties is from outer styles toward
inner styles.

CSS Cascade – Revisited 

p { color: blue;

font-size: 16pt;

font-family: arial; 

}

CSS property in an

external stylesheet

p { color: red;

font-size: 14pt;

font-family: courier; 

}

CSS property in an

internal stylesheet

<p style=“color: green;

font-size: 12pt;

font-family: symbol; 

}

CSS property in an

inline style

internal overrides external inline overrides internal
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• The inheritance of CSS properties in nested elements is from
inner nested elements to outer elements. Properties of the
parents are inherited by their children.

CSS Inheritance – Revisited 

ol { color: blue;

font-size: 16pt;

font-family: arial; 

}

CSS property applying

to ordered list elements

<ol> 

<li>first element in an ordered list

<ul> 

<li>first element in a nested list</li>

<li>second element in a nested list</li>

</ul>

</li>

<li>second element in an ordered list

<ul> 

<li>first element in a nested list</li>

<li>second element in a nested list</li>

</ul>

</li>

</ol>

What color will the text be for the nested lists?
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ANSWER

blue

Since the unordered lists are 

nested inside of the ordered list, 

they inherit all of the properties 

of their enclosing elements.  In 

this case the ordered list encloses 

(is the parent of) both nested 

unordered lists (their children).

Since the ordered list is styled to 

have blue text at 16 point using 

the arial font, then these 

properties will also style the 

nested elements.
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• In order to style the nested elements differently we need to do

one of two things, either (1) define a style property for the

nested elements which is different from that of the element in

which they are nested, or (2) override the inheritance property

by defining an inline style that will supersede the style that

would be inherited.

• The next few pages illustrate both of these techniques. The

next page will illustrate the first technique where we’ll

include a different style definition in the embedded style sheet

for the unordered lists.

• Page 13 illustrates the second technique where an inline style

is used on each of the nested unordered lists to provide a

superseding style.

CSS Inheritance – Revisited 
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CSS Inheritance – Revisited 

New style for <ul> elements.

Color: red, font-size: 12pt

Now what color will the 

nested lists be?

What font will they 

appear in?
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CSS Inheritance – Revisited 

The nested unordered 

lists appear  in a red, 

12pt font.  The property 
for the <ul> elements is 

partially different from 

that of their parent.

Note that the font-family 

is arial as that property is 

still inherited from their 

parent and was not 

superseded in the 
definition for the <ul> 

elements.
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CSS Inheritance – Revisited 

What would happen to 

our rendering if we did 

this?

What color would the 

different lists be?

What font-size would they 

have?

In what font would they 

appear?
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CSS Inheritance – Revisited 

What  happened?

Since we defined a 

different style for the 
<li> elements the only 

property inherited by the 

unordered nested lists 

will be the font-family 

which was not specified 
for the <li> elements 

as is thus inherited from 

their parent which in this 
case is the <ol> 

element for every <li> 

element in this 

document.
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Using an inline style to 

supersede the inheritance

of CSS properties

What color will the 

different lists be?

What font-size will they 

have?

In what font will they 

appear?
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All <ol> elements appear in

blue, 16 pt, arial font as defined

in embedded style sheet

First nested unordered list appears in 

red, 12 pt, times new roman font as 

defined in the inline style.  The inline style

supersedes all the inherited properties.

Answer

Second nested unordered list appears in 

green, 14 pt as defined in the inline style.

The inline style supersedes all the inherited

properties for color and font-size but does

not supersede the font-family property so

this list appears in arial font.
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• Write the XHTML elements that do the following to the text:
markup this text.

XHTML Practice Questions

1. Write XHTML elements that will
render the line above as shown here:

2. Write XHTML elements that will
render the line above as shown here:
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XHTML Practice Questions - ANSWERS

Answer To Question 1
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XHTML Practice Questions - ANSWERS

Answer To Question 2
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• Write the CSS rules that will provide the renderings shown
below to an XHTML document:

CSS Practice Questions

3. Write the CSS rules two different
ways to accomplish this:

4. Write the CSS rules to accomplish
this:

30 pt 36 pt 42 pt 48 pt
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CSS Practice Questions - ANSWERS

Answer To Question 3

Using classes
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CSS Practice Questions - ANSWERS

Answer To Question 3

Using inline styles
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CSS Practice Questions - ANSWERS

Answer To Question 4


